
 FCC:  I respectually ask you to reject NAB Petition 04-160.   
We live in the best country in the world.  A capitalist country that uses 
competition to provide citizens the best services at the lowest cost.  If you 
can provide a product that is superior than the competition at a fair price 
people will buy it. 
 
I recently purchased a car that had a 3 month free subscription to XM Satellite 
radio.  I was very skeptical about paying $10 per month for something that has 
always been "free".  What I found during this trial period was that I have been 
living with an inferior product up to this point.   
 
With regular radio you have to put up with numerous commercials an hour and with 
the exception of C-Span and NPR, all the stations morph into 20 versions of the 
same thing.   
 
With XM I can easily pick a type of music or content that I want to listen to, 
and I have the ability to block content that I don't want my children to listen 
to.  
 
One of the best features of XM is the ability to get INSTANT....not when I 
muddle through 10 stations to find it, Weather and Traffic.  This is a safety 
feature that could save lives.  The other night in Northern Virginia I was 
driving home when the sky's starting looking dark.  I put on Station 214, and 
found out that a possible tornado was coming through Springfield.  I changed my 
route to get out of the way of this possible impending diaster.  If I was on 
regular radio, I would have to find the right station that had this info., wade 
throught he commercials, the music, and the broadcast of content that is not 
localized anyway (most stations these days are going to satellite feeds of 
national shows that contain no localized content ...Rush, Michael Reagan, etc.). 
 
The NAB is pushing this because they cannot compete....not because it is in the 
public interest.  You are on the FCC to work for the public interest.  Having 
INSTANT Traffic and Weather for Washington DC is in the public interest.  Please 
reject this petition. 
 
Regards, 
 
Tony Lodato 
 
P.S.  While you are at it please vote for the Consensus Plan.  This is the only 
plan that solves the public safety interference problem.  You have studied this 
problem for 2 plus years.  Do you want another diaster to happen before you act.  
This is the only plan that proactively solves the problem.  Again, act in the 
public interest not special interest.   
 
 


